
 Novice Competent/Proficient Distinguished 
Thesis (Purpose/Focus) Points: 12  

Idea or thesis not evident, or 
lacks clear objective. Minimal 
focus or purpose statements. 
Unrelated details.  

Points: 16 
Attempt to establish purpose 
and focus, but unelaborated, 
non-relevant and/or 
repetitious details.  

Points: 20 
Establishes and maintains clear focus. 
Clear statement of thesis based on 
current education topics. Shows 
depth and complexity of ideas. 

Depth of Personal Observation 
and Experiences 

Points: 12 
Limited evidence of personal 
observation and experiences. 
Statements show little or no 
personal insight supporting 
thesis. 

Points: 16 
Some inclusion of personal 
observation and experiences, 
but little or no connection to 
thesis or educational research 
and/or topic. 

Points: 20 
Complex insight, supported by rich, 
engaging details of personal 
observations and experiences in the 
classroom supporting thesis. 

Development of Supporting 
Evidence from published 
sources for Personal 
Observation and Experiences 

Points: 12 
Minimal idea development, 
limited and/or unrelated 
details.  
No examples from the text or 
other sources to support ideas.  

Points: 16 
Relevant ideas and examples, 
but limited support claims, only 
some connections to source 
materials.  

Points: 20 
Specific and convincing examples, 
which are supported by evidence 
from class text or other sources. 
Evidence of insightful connections.  

Depth of Reflection (reflects 
understanding of subject 
matter) 

Points: 12 
Limited understanding of the 
subject matter. Statements 
show little or no personal 
insight supporting thesis. 

Points: 16 
Thoughtful understanding of 
subject matter, but little or no 
connection to thesis or 
educational research and/or 
topic. 

Points: 20 
Conscious and thorough 
understanding of subject matter. 
Complex ideas supported by rich, 
engaging details; evidence of 
analysis, reflection and insight 
supporting thesis. 

Organization/Prof. 
Language/Structure/Grammar 
and 
MLA Format and Works Cited 
Page (min. 3 sources) 
 

Points: 12 
Random or no organization. 
Language is unsuitable for 
audience and purpose, 
vague, incorrect, ineffective or 
imprecise, and little awareness 
of sentence structure. 
None of the sources on Work 
Cited page, or no professional 
sources used. 
Hand-written, or incorrect font 
size, margins, length of paper, 
etc.  

Points: 16 
Organization attempted, but 
unclear.  
Basic, but appropriate 
language, some awareness of 
audience, some variety of 
sentence structure, a few 
grammar mistakes. 
Some sources, but format 
incorrect. 
Lack of or weak proper 
documentation. MLA format 
followed inconsistently.  
 

Points: 20 
Clear organization. 
Language is rich, precise and 
engaging, good sense of voice, 
awareness of audience and purpose, 
varied sentence structure. 
All sources on Work Cited page and 
used and cited in-text correctly.  
Proper use of MLA font and size, 
margins, length of paper etc. 

 


