
Cubism 
 
Cubism was one of the most influential visual art styles of the early twentieth century.  
It was created by Pablo Picasso (Spanish, 1881–1973) and Georges Braque (French, 
1882–1963) in Paris between 1907 and 1914.  
 
The French art critic Louis Vauxcelles coined the term Cubism after seeing the 
landscapes Braque had painted in 1908. Vauxcelles called the geometric forms in the 
highly abstracted works “cubes.”  
 
Other influences on early Cubism have been linked to Primitivism and non-Western 
sources. During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Europeans were 
discovering African, Polynesian, Micronesian and Native American art. Artists such 
as Paul Gauguin, Henri Matisse, and Pablo Picasso were intrigued and inspired by the 
stark power and simplicity of styles of those foreign cultures.  
 
The stylization and distortion of Picasso’s ground-breaking Les Demoiselles d’Avignon 
came from African art. Picasso had first seen African art when, in May or June 1907, 
he visited the ethnographic museum in Paris. It is the most famous example of cubism 
painting. It is a large work and took nine months to complete. It demonstrates the true 
genius and novelty of Picasso's passion. He created hundreds of sketches and studies 
to prepare for the final work. When it first exhibited in 1916, the painting was regarded 
as immoral. In this painting, Picasso abandoned all known form and representation of 
traditional art. He used distortion of female's body and geometric forms in an 
innovative way, which challenge the expectation that paintings will offer idealized 
representations of female beauty.  
 
In Cubist artwork, objects are analyzed, broken up and reassembled in an abstracted 
form—instead of depicting objects from a single viewpoint, the artist depicts the 
subject from a multitude of viewpoints to represent the subject in a greater context.[6] 

 
Analytic cubism (1909–1912) is a style of painting Picasso developed with Georges 
Braque using monochrome brownish and neutral colors. Both artists took apart objects and 
"analyzed" them in terms of their shapes. Picasso and Braque's paintings at this time, share 
many similarities.                      
 

                                 
Les Demoiselles d'Avignon (1907),  
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Synthetic cubism (1912–1919) was a further development of the genre, in which cut 
paper fragments – often wallpaper or portions of newspaper pages – were pasted 
into compositions, marking the first use of collage in fine art. 



 

Pablo Ruiz y Picasso (1881-1973) 
 
The artistic genius of Pablo Picasso has impacted the development of modern and 
contemporary art with unparalleled magnitude. His prolific output includes over 
20,000 paintings, prints, drawings, sculptures, ceramics, theater sets and costumes that 
convey myriad intellectual, political, social, and amorous messages. His creative styles 
transcend realism and abstraction, Cubism, Neoclassicism, Surrealism, and 
Expressionism.  
 
Admitted to the Royal Academy of Barcelona at 15, he later moved to Paris, where 
he remained until 1947, then moving to the South of France, where he died in 1973. 
 
In 1907, Picasso painted Les Demoiselles d'Avignon, the most significant work in the 
development of "Cubism" and abstraction, and a forerunner of analytic cubism. In the 
synthetic phase of cubism (after 1912), his forms became larger and more 
representational, as in Three Musicians. The three masked musicians in this painting 
represent comic figures from the tradition of popular theater in Italy. This Cubist 
concert features Harlequin playing a violin, Pierrot with a recorder, and a Franciscan 
friar holding an accordion. Many consider this the last official Cubist work and the end 
of Cubism as an art movement. 
 
Picasso’s largest landmark work was Guernica, an impassioned condemnation of war 
and fascism. Guernica is a mural-sized oil painting on canvas completed in June 1937. 
The painting, which uses a palette of gray, black, and white, is regarded by many art 
critics as one of the most moving and powerful anti-war paintings in history. Standing 
at 11 feet 5 inches tall and 25 feet 6 inches wide, the large mural shows the suffering 
of people wrenched by violence and chaos. Prominent in the composition are a 
gored horse, a bull, and flames. 
The painting was created in response to the bombing of Guernica, a Basque 
Country village in northern Spain, by Nazi German and Fascist Italian warplanes at the 
request of the Spanish Nationalists. 
 

                           
      Guenica, 1937 Museo Reina Sofia 
 
In his later years, Picasso turned to creations of fantasy and comic invention. Working 
consistently in sculpture, ceramics, and the graphic arts, he continued to explore his 
personal vision until his death at 91. 


